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3-LINE SYNOPSIS. 
'A half-inch videotape changed my life...the signal is the religion.' 
Avant-garde artists and clubland VJ's tell the story of live video art 
over the last 30 years. 



 
 
125-WORD SYNOPSIS. 
'We were so high on this stuff. It was like 'Video! Video! I'm in love.'' 
 
From the psychedelic light shows of the 1960's to the heady, early 
days of experimental video art and New York's nascent Soho Scene to 
today's techno underground, 'Video Out' explores the world of live 
video. 
 
Underground artists and entertainers from today's club and rave scene 
talk about their creative roots, their tribulations and their dreams. 
Hear tales of the 'Homeboy Shopping Network' and flamethrowers in 
illegal clubs. Follow talented young pixel pushers who dream of moving 
up to the world of fine art and big money. 
 
Their work plays throughout as avant-garde video artists and clubland 
VJ's tell the story of live video art over the last thirty years. 
 



 
 
250-WORD SYNOPSIS. 
'We were so high on this stuff. It was like 'Video! Video! I'm in love.'' 
 
From the psychedelic light shows of the 1960's to the heady, early 
days of experimental video art and New York's nascent Soho Scene to 
today's techno underground, 'Video Out' explores the world of live 
video. 
 
Underground artists and entertainers from today's club and rave scene 
talk about their creative roots, their tribulations and their dreams. 
Madame Chao recalls a narrow escape from incineration in a mylar 
bubble at the hands of a flamethrower-wielding drug addict. Bill Etra 
recalls his physiological experiments on human beings at his 
performances. The stunning, otherworldly work of these space age 
light artists plays throughout, interspersed with recollections and odd 
technical details, along with the inevitable complaints and heartbreak 
of a life spent in an art form that's still thought of as 'wallpaper.' 
 
A broken cable causes a signature special effect, artists from across 
the spectrum talk about their obsession with knobs and buttons, early 
video pioneers recall making things up as they went along. All this and 



more, as avant-garde video artists and clubland VJ's tell the story of 
live video art over the last thirty years. 
 
At times funny, at others poignant, 'Video Out' follows a crooked path 
of triumph and disaster, all while following the muse of light art. 'Most 
VJ's are dangerous loners,' Feedbuck says, 'the main thing we have in 
common is that we're all attracted to that bright, shining rectangle up 
there on the wall.’ 
 
Directors’ Statement 
When we began "Video Out," we knew one VJ and decided to interview 
him, but we weren't sure it would go beyond that. 
 
He led to another VJ, who led do another, who led to another, and the 
film took on a life of its own. It was an organic process and it took us 
not only through the VJ world, but back in time and across the 
country, as well. Our biggest problem was having too much interesting 
material and too many fascinating characters. 
 
"Video Out" led us to foul clubs, beautiful galleries and odd studios 
filled with esoteric gear. We spoke with some of the founding figures of 
video art, and were introduced to the work of early 20th Century light 
artists, about whom we're making our next documentary feature. 
 
We were inspired by Bill Etra, a legendary figure among video artists, 
who's now living in near-obscurity in New Jersey, and who told us to 
stick to our guns and make the movie we wanted to make. Steina and 
Woody Vasulka encouraged us, as well, and graciously let us into their 
lives in Santa Fe, New Mexico. 
 
Video Out documents an ever-changing underground art, which many 
people may have witnessed, but which few are aware of. 
 
We knew when we began that our film would rest on three legs: 
interviews, club footage, and the work of the artists. The interviews 
went better than we could have hoped for: these people are 
interesting, smart, and incredibly well-spoken. The work footage is 
often spectacular, but we knew that when we started. The most 
difficult part was actually capturing VJ'ing in its natural setting. This 
was something we returned to again and again, and we gradually 
improved. 
 
While making Video Out, we became aware that we were documenting 
a unique moment in 21st century art. We realized that we were 



witnessing the beginnings of a cultural movement. It's clear that an art 
form will emerge from our techno-crazed, pleasure-driven society. 
Video Out is just the beginning. 
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Steina Vasulka, Woody Vasulka, Bill Etra, Kurt Ralske,Benjamin Weil, 
Carl Goodman, Angie Eng, Benton C. Bainbridge, Missy Galore, 
Feedbuck, Bec Stupak (Honeygun Labs), VJ Mixxy, VJ NixMix and 
Bishop, The Light Surgeons, and many others. 



 
 
Together, M.F. Chang and Paul Vlachos are 13Bit Productions. 
They have produced and directed: “Video Out,” a documentary on the 
history of VJs and video art, “Lumia,” The story of Thomas Wilfred and 
light art, “The Discreet Charm of the Hipster Class,” “The Quiet Room,” 
are currently working on two documentaries and a new feature based 
in the 13th Dimension.  They are the creators of “The Analog 
Orchestra,” a robot band, and the annual “Robot Parade” in downtown 
NYC. 
 
“Video Out” was winner of "Best Documentary Feature" at the 
Winnipeg International Film Festival, a "Grand Festival Awards" winner 
at the Berkeley Video and Film Festival, and an official selection at Mill 
Valley Film Festival, Dallas Video Festival, Alameda Film Festival, Black 
Earth Film Festival,  and Westcliffe Digital Film Festival, the FIFA 
International Film Festival of Film on Art, 12 DIVA IMMI Fest in 
Eugene, Oregon, George Lindsey UNA Film Festival.  
 
 “Lumia” was an official selection of the Avignon Film Festival, the 
Athens International Film Festival, the Swansea Film Festival, Tacoma 
Film Festival (Official Selection), Honolulu Film Festival (Official 
Selection), Mammoth Film Festival (Official Selection), Las Vegas 



International Film Festival, and Mexico International Film Festival 
(Golden Palm Award). 
 
“The Discreet Charm of the Hipster Class” was an official selection of 
the 2009 Yosemite Film Festival, where it won a 2009 Silver Sierra 
award . 
 
 


